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All disputes arising out of or in connection 
with this contract, or in respect of any de-
fined legal relationship associated therewith 
or derived therefrom, shall be referred to 
and finally resolved by arbitration under the 
rules of the British Columbia International 

Commercial Arbitration Centre.  

 

The appointing authority shall be the British 
Columbia International Commercial Arbitra-

tion Centre. 

 

The case shall be administered by the British 
Columbia International Commercial Arbitra-

tion Centre in accordance with its Rules. 

 

Unless otherwise agreed by the parties, the 
place of arbitration shall be Vancouver, 

British Columbia, Canada. 

British Columbia 
International Commercial  

Arbitration Centre 

Welcome to the British Columbia International 

Commercial Arbitration Centre (BCICAC).  

Located in Vancouver, British Columbia, the 

Centre is a non profit organization and has 

been a dispute resolution provider since it 

was established in 1986 by the government 

of the province of British Columbia. 

BCICAC is recognized as a national leader 

and aims to provide a one-stop alternative 

dispute resolution service. It offers arbitra-

tions, mediations and fully administered dis-

pute resolution services upholding the highest 

standard in the domestic and international 

arbitration arena. The Centre maintains pan-

els of both international and domestic experts 

and offers disputants a choice of rules      

depending on the size and complexity of the 

matter.  

The Centre reflects the characteristics that 

have made Canada an appropriate referee 

in many international disputes: neutrality, ob-

jectivity and political stability. These qualities, 

combined with Vancouver's geographical po-

sition, its moderate climate, striking setting 

and genuine hospitality, makes the Centre an 

ideal choice for the international business 

world. 

 

B C I C A C  



It is our intention to continue to 

provide alternative dispute 

resolution services which will be 

respected throughout the world of 

business. Parties who use the 

Centre can be confident in the 

quality and neutrality of the 

dispute resolution process. We 

welcome all participants, 

international and domestic. 

BCICAC ADVANTAGE 

British Columbia was the first jurisdiction to 

adopt the Model Law anywhere in the world. 

British Columbia was particularly interested in 

attracting arbitration business as is reflected in 

the preamble to its International Commercial 

Arbitration Act, which was essentially a      

reworked version of the Model Law. British   

Columbia took a leadership role in enacting 

new domestic commercial arbitration legisla-

tion as well. In this regard, the Law Reform 

Commission of British Columbia issued a Report 

on Arbitration in 1982 recommending the 

adoption of modernized legislation. The report 

has been described as the first proposal for 

modernizing the legislative regime then in 

place throughout common law Canada.     

Legislation influenced in part by the Model 

Law was drafted and enacted. * 

* Commercial Arbitration in Canada: A Guide  

to Domestic and International Arbitration, J.K. 

McEwen and Ludmila Herbst  

Canada’s laws and its courts are supportive 

of arbitration. Canada has modern arbitra-

tion statutes. In fact, it led the way in imple-

menting Model Law international arbitration 

statutes and acceding to the New York    

Convention. Canadian courts are as inde-

pendent and competent as any in the world. 

Canada is acceptable to most of the world 

as a place for arbitration because it has a 

multicultural society, a reputation for fairness 

and neutrality, and both common and civil 

law systems. 

Canada is accessible, its major cities are well 

connected by air to almost all business     

centres in the world. It has good hearing 

facilities, with easy access to all modern 

technologies.* 

* (2006) 72 Arbitration 143-146 

Barry Leon 

 Statute and Rules are based on the          

UNCITRAL Model Law. 

 Canada is a signatory state to the New York 

Convention. 

 Unlike anywhere else in Canada our domes-

tic rules are statutorily enshrined under the 

Commercial Arbitration Act of British  

  Columbia.  

 Reasonable fees. 

 Cost effective. 

 Time efficient. 

 Control over process. 

 Parties can modify rules by consent. 

 Appointing authority. 

 Case administrators. 

 Trust account availability.  

 Model clauses. 

 Arbitrators may be selected from anywhere 

in the world.  

 Competence-competence clause.  

 Counsel for disputants need not be members 

of the Law Society of British Columbia to 

appear at arbitration proceedings. 

 Provisions for appointing competent arbitra-

tors and mediators from our panel lists.  

 Upon request, the Centre will provide     

interpreters, translators and transcripts and   

access to venues.  

 

Commercial Arbitration in  
British Columbia 

Canada on the World Stage of 
International Arbitration  


